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The Palmer House, Rock of Ages
532 High Street, Chestertown
c.1782

The Palmer House stands on the northwestern half of Lot No. 62 in
Chestertown. The entire lot had been sold by Simon Wilmer (II) to Joseph
Everett for @10 prior to August 10, 1737. On that date Wilmer entered into a

sale of the same lot to Joseph’s two sons and heirs, St. Leger and Abraham.1

Abraham received the northwest half of lot No. 62 and kept it until
1756, when he and his wife Margaret transferred it to Mary Stanton for
@20.2 Mary’s daughter, Sarah and her husband Henry Hynson of Queen

Annes County sold the lot to John Palmer for @75 in 1782.3

Palmer built the existing three bay stone structure over a full
basement. Either contemporarily or soon thereafter, the space between it
and the Hopkins House to the west was filled with a stone wing having the
same roof line. Old photos of the house show a room at ground level with a
window above, and a small dormer on the back of the roof. This structure
was probably a kitchen wing and access from the main house was probably
gained via a door where the present west window is located. The presence of
brick down to the second floor level in the west gable might be explained
by the fact that the kitchen fireplace was connected to the main flue and the
irregularities were left when the wing was removed after 1903. After the old

kitchen was removed, a frame leanto was added on the back of the house.

John Palmer sold the house and lot in 1811 to his son Edward for

@200 ($533.50 is also stated in the deed).4 Edward was in the same year the



administrator of his neighbor’s estate (Elizabeth Hopkins Pope). At the
public sale of Pope’s personal property, John Palmer purchased several
items.5 Both John and Edward were heirs of Mrs, Pope, receiving $540.79

3/4 each.6

Apparently Edward sold the property to Thomas Edwards without
recording the deed. After Thomas Edwards’ death, the chancery court
ordered the property be sold to William Sappington, which was recorded in
1836.7

The 1841 Tax Assessment lists Sappington residing on Lot No. 62
with “Buildings in tolerable Repair” and as owning two houses on part of lot
No. 89 and a blacksmith shop occupied by William Webb and G. Usilton in

bad repair. Both properties were valued at $700.00.8

1. Land Records, Lib. 4, fol. 709 (for St. Leger Everett see “Big
Meadow™).

Land Records, Lib. 8, fol. 28.

Land Records, Lib. EF 6, fol. 112.

Land Records, Lib. BC 6, fol. 358.

2.

3.

4

5. Inventories, Lib. 12, fol. 507.

6 Administrative Accts, Lib. 13, fol. 23.

7 Land Records, Lib. JNG 4, fol. 251.

8 The house is also known as “Rock of Ages” and is depicted on the
Silver Service which once graced the officers dining table on the USS the

service is now on display at the State House, Annapolis.



K-6§ Rock of Ages or Palmer House
532 WeyJlakghs, S5 .
Chestertown

private residence

This dwelling is unusual in the Chestertown area as stones
this size are not found here. Legend states that they were brought
in ships as beallest te the then thriving port of Chestertown.

Rock of Ages is a small 13 storey modest home with most pleasing
ppoportions.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC

Rock of Ages or Palmer House

AND/OR COMMON

* PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

532 W. Hishk 8.

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chestertown — VICINITY OF Pirs®
Atk COUNTY
Md. Kent
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC XOCCUPIED : __AGRICULTURE —_MUSEUM
X BUILDING{S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
_STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS ——EDUCATIONAL X _PRIVATE RESIDENCE
i __SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
XNO __MILITARY __OTHER.
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME TJean Patrick Kendall none listed
’ Telephone i#:

STREET & NUMBER

I assume 532 W. digh St.

CITY. TOWN : STATE, zip code
I Chestertown — VICINITY OF Md. 21620
. JAILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION S BT
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 67 & 71

reisTRY oF peens,erc.  Office of the Clerk

STREET & NUMBER

Keht County Court Hcucse

CITY, TOWN STATE 3
Chestertown Ma

n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
none known

DATE
— —FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION K45

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE
X_.GOOD __RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rock of Ages is so titled because of it being cunstructed of
large stones, which lgocal legend says where brought over to

this country as ballast in ships. Local legend also says a

Captain Palmer brought them over and built the house in the

late 17th century, however FPalmers owned the house from 1782
to about 1830s. Indeed Palmer may have built the house but

not in the 1600s!

The house is .1l storey, of s¥one construection, *painted white with
green trim. It is 3 bays wide with a central door with plain
molding being flanked by 2 ‘/é double hung shuttered windows.
There is a small porch surrounding the front entrance. Beneath
the first floor windows are 2 low cellar windows. On the A
roof, of tar paper shingles are 3 6/6 d.uble hung windows in
pedimented dormers. The east zide 1is solid stone construction
with the chimney which is within the wall being of prick above
the middle of the wall, . The cornice turns onto the side
facade and returns, both in front and back, ana the bargeboard
is plain. The west facade has a simillar chimney arrangement as
the east, however at the first floor level in the rear there 1is
a B/8 double hung sauttered window.

A fmame additon has been added to the rear and neighbors who
have been in the house say the stairway which was originally
circling the chimney on the east end has been removed and there
is now a central stairway. Also there 1is reported to be very
little woodwork, etc. inside.

In F.G. Usilten's distory of Kent County there is a photo of
the "Palmer House" with 4 flat headed dormers, 6/6, on the rear.
As with other brick houses in this block the water table ig
only on the front facade and rises to the level of the base of
the front door. :

The western most gable was destroy@d sometime after 1903. It is

still shown on the 1903 Sanbor surance Map, p. 6. This gable
directly abutted 536 High bt(?%V1ew1ng from 1 0 r it contained

a door near the far left which appears from the remaining photo

to be stepped down to get into a lowered room, which was definitely
the kitchen. There is also a window on the same level with the

door and above the door is a small window. The chimney presently

in the west gable was there and thus was within the house. It appears
from the old photo that 536 High and Rock of Ages shared a chimney.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
i
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTQRIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —__COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE AR(EHITECTURE —RELIGION
--1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
--1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES mid to late 1700s BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rock of Ages, or the Palmer House, as it is localily called,
is the only house constructed of stone in thidarea.
of this size are not found here and legend has it that they
were carried to Chestertown as ballast in ships by a Captain
Palmer. It is characteristic of small modest 1 storey houses
of the period, peing unusual because of its stune construction.

otones

The proportions are pleasing and there has not been much

jalkteration of the exterior.

Again, local legend has this house built by Capt. Palmer in the
~~ late 1600s, however, no Palmer owned the rroperty until 1782 and
it is not constructed as a house of any ear.ier period than

the mid to late 1700s.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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F.G. Usilton's History of Kent County

Alsberg, fHefiry"GJ, 'D/ 408 of Amériean Guide Séries, 1949 on Mav

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

( *at a point 522.4 nw from east building line of Kent St.)

"VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning for the same the notherly building iine on High St.

as mentioned in a deed of 1/3/20 APR 6/123 * see above

at a point S 41 35 min. E 6' from southern most cormar of 536
High and running N 47 5 min. E 86' more or less to a point on
the line of other lands of said Jean Patrick nendall, now marlked
by a wire fence.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

this is all it says - assume it m
. y um&ﬁt return by same bounds.

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Ksthleen B, White, Historic Site Surveyor Uct. 1976
ORGANIZATION DATE

Md. Historiecal Trust/Citl of Chestertown
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1108



"Rock of Ages"
532 W. High St., Chestertown

BEHP 31/ 67 & 71

Pegly /217

#311,/399

APR
APR
JTD
JTD

DCB

JKH

JNG

JNG

6/123
6/122
28/75
28/70

3/346

3/426

L/251

L/251

BC 6/358

EF 6/112

8/28

L /709

10/28/68

5/18/61

6/23/48

1/3/20

12/30/19
7/29/13
7/29/13

10/24 /77

2/4/63

5430/ 36

/AL 1
5/27/82

4./20/56

8/8/37

K"‘f

Edith J. Pat¥ick, widow, Wilbur T. Patrick, Jr.
Flora May Btrick, wife to Jean Patrick Kendall,
(nee Gsell)

declaratory decree 9/24/68 Kent County Circuit
Court, Equity #5097, Jean P. Kendall vs. Wilbur
T, Patrick Sr., et als. to settle division line
between 532 and 536. "all that lot, part of a
lot, piece or parcel of land situate, lying and
being southeasterly from and binding on the true
division line between", 532 and 536.

Hallie Cooper Simpson to cousin Jean Gsell.

Other cousin, Wilbur T. Patrick Sr. died intestate
5/3/68 and 536 goes to his heirs. Vbviously

some contest over properties here within family.

Samuel E. Cooper to daughter, Hallie Cooper
Simpson. Stone House and lot, known as the
PRo@k od Algesf, nerth side of High 8t., 532 W.
High, 10 garages and land connected with said
stone house.

James E. Cooper to Samuel E. Cooper $1,400.00.
Florence H. Crane to James &. Cooper $1,350.00.
Joseph 8. Goldsmith to Florence H. Crane, $1.00

Florence H. Crane and fltenrietta 0. Crane and
Alice L. Crane to Jospeh Goldsmith, $1.00 tc each.

Samuel Houston Baker and Margaret T. Baker to
Sarah H. Crane, $1,985.00. Sarah died and left
it to her 3 unmarried daughters.

Richard Hynson, Trustee of case of James S.
Sappington, Wm. S. Greenwood and Caroline Sappington
Greenwood vs. Margaret Sappington to Wm. H.
Hamilton, $139.00.

Joseph Wickes to Wm. sappinton. wickes is srustee
of real estate of Thomas Edwards, deceased and

was appointed 11/3/1831. Wickes sold it on 12/3/31
to Thomas E. Palmer for $457.25 and a decreesof
court transferred it to Sappington.

mentions that tdward ralmer sold it to Thomas
BEdwards but there is no deed record of it.

John Balmer to Edward Palmer,$533.50. 3 of lot
#62 and buildings.

Henry and Sarah Hynson, Queen Annes County, to
John Palmer. %25 current money.#62 and house.

Abraham Evereiitt & Margaret to Mary Stanton.&20 sm.
Mary willed it,4/2/1767 to Sarah Stanton Hynson.
mentions improvements.

Simon Wilmer to St.Leger & Abraham kverat, sons of
Joseph B, whio paid E10 em for #62. 3 of #62 &o
each.
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JANLS A SLAAW, Loiiector o Fourna Lismct JAMES BRICE Butcher and Dealerin -

ATTORNEYS. o JOEN F. COPPER, Professional Schoc
. Res, 3 miles N. W, "of Chestertown.
D.J BLACKISTON, Attorucy at Law. ) R. 8. EMORY, Extensive Fruit Grower:

VICKERS & SON, Attorneys at Law, Practice in 4
Cecil, Kent, Queen Annc),’sCarolme and Talbot ‘ ‘ Res. 1 mile South of Chechrtogn.
Counties. : -

JAMES A. PEARCE, Attorney at Law. ) k G

CHARLES E. BAXER, ¢

EINES & SMITE, Aitorneys at Law. .

-~ CHARLES H. WICKES, Attorney at Law, - -

J. A. WICKES, \ !

R.HYNSON, 4 u : !

BANE,

GEO. B. WBSTCOTT President of F'u'st Na.

tional Bank.

W. N.E. WICKXIS, Cashier ¢ o “
J. W, BEINES, Teller “ " “
BLACXSMITHS. i

CEAPMANW & LAMBERT, (]J. W. Chapman, ]J.
W. Lambert), Propriciors and Manufacturers of the
Celebrated Iron Frame ¢« Climax” Cultivator. Also
Manufaciurers of Wagons, Plows, &c. All kinds

. of Agnicultural Implements Repaired. Blacksmith-
ing of all kinds done to order. Horse-shoeingand
Hoemaking a specialty,

BOOTS AND B8HOES.

JAMES A. SHAW, Proprictor of Boot and Shoe-~
shop. Manufacturing and Repairing of all kinds
done to vrder.

LEVI F1DDI1S, Sr., Proprictor of Boot and Shoe-
shop. Manufacturing and Repairing of all kinds
done to order.

CLOTHIERS.

8. MERRITT & CO., (5. Merritt, W, J. McFeely),
Fashionabie Clothiers, Dealers in Gents' Furnish-
irg Goods. Pariicular altention given to Custom
work.

/ 7/
7, p7
7 | B

DRUCGGISTS.

C.P. STAM & BRO,, {Colin F. Stam, Louis X.
Stam), Apothecaries, Booksellers, Stationers and
Dealers in Paints, Oils. Window Glass, Varaishes,
Dye-3tulis, Garden-Seeds, Trusscs, Abdommalsup-
poriers, Shoulder-Braces, Cigars, Tobacco, &ec.

—~ T W. WICKES, Dealer in Drugs, Chemicals, Me-
dicines, Fancy and Toilet Ar'.icles, Perfumery,
Giass, Putty, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Dye Stuffs, Al-
couol, Pure Wines and Liquors for Medicinal Pur-
poses,

DRY GOODS AND GROCERIES.

J. B. BURCHINAL, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groee=
ries, Boots, Shoes, Ncotions, &, Burchinal Build-
ing, Corner 1igh and Cross Streets,

THOMAS B. HYNSON, Dealer in Dry Goods,
I\ouon:, Groceries, Boots, Shoes and General Mcr-
chandis

N. G. WBSTCOTT, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-
ries, Notions, Boots. Shoes and General Merchandise.

J. M. VANDYXE, Dealer in Groceries, Notions,
Country Produce, &e.

J. M. VANDYXE & SONS, Dealers in Groceries,
Notions, Confectioneries, &c,

8. FPRANXLIN SMITH, Denlerin Groceries, Pro-
visions and Queensware.  Also FURNITURE Dealer,
High Street. oppasite the “ Vashell House.”

ARTHUR JEDSOM, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-

- rics and Notions of all kinds. 5 miles §. W. of

Chestertown, on the Quakerneck Wharf road. An Tllustrated 2+l 2s n f

A"I\gtxrf‘;‘G’ Dealer in Groccries and Provisions, Court Tent & Muesn Innec
EDITORS. Woomties, Vorviand.

PLUMMER & USILTON, (James H. Plummer . .

Wm. B. Usilien), Editors and Proprietors of ¢ Kent I=¥e Griffi nge & Stevenreon

County News.” Published at Chestertown. One of Dh 4 :

the bes Advertising Mediums in Eastern Maryland, Philadel ph] &y ] 877 ¢

EOTELS AND RESTAURANTS. it et

8. V.PARSOIN, Proprietor of “ Vasheil House,”
This is an enurcA} new house built in 1864 express-
ly for a Hotel. Terms moderate, ’
D J. BENJAMIN, Proprietor of “ Rockwell House”
Restaurant and Dmm'v Rooms Teals at all hours, N
gotten up in superb manner. All kinds of Game

and Oysters in cr:au:m

Wi FEREKINS, Propriclor of “ Rising Sun?” Sa- . ?
loon, Opysters servea in every style, Cake, Ice- REPARED L’ MOB
Cream, Terrapins, Crabs, Beef-steaks, Fried Ham,
arnd all the delicacies of the scason. Families sup- é/ /’”
plied with Oysters, Ice-Cream and Frozen Custards,

and Water Ices by the gallon, and on reasonable
terms. . . } . - e e e —-—
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